
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

March 2, 2022 

 7:00PM 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by David Hewitt, Committee Chairperson at 7:00 P.M.  The 

following notice requirement was read aloud: 

NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

 Adequate notice of this meeting was provided in accordance with the Open Public 

Meetings Act by being published in the Hunterdon County Democrat on January 13, 2022 

and telefaxed to the Express Times and posted in the Kingwood Township Municipal 

Building and on the Township website on January 10, 2022. 

This meeting agenda was posted on the Township Website on February 25, 2022 and noted 

as a Zoom meeting with link access. 

  

In order to ensure full public participation in this meeting, all members of these 

committees, and also members of the public are requested to speak only when recognized 

by the Chair so that there is no simultaneous discussion or over talk.  Your cooperation is 

appreciated.   

 

ROLL CALL 

Present    Absent  

Andrew Russano, Jr.   Mara Tippett 

David Hewitt                                      Timothy Jordan 

Chuck Kolvites    Jack Niciecki 

Richard Dodds 

John Kika 

Karen Nuckols 

 

Privilege of the Floor   

Rianna Costello, Manager of the Del Val Jr. Terrier’s Cheerleading Club, Non-Profit 501(C) (3), 

presented a request for consideration of reduced rates for the use of the Morton building for 

Cheerleading practice. Ms. Costello stated that they have used the Morton building for the past 

ten years and average 50 to 60 practice days/year.  The Township offers full day or half day 

rentals only and their practice sessions generally run for 2 hours. They are currently charged 

$55.00/day if they rent 8 or more times/month and $66.00/day if they rent less than 8 

times/month and are finding those costs to be difficult to keep up with. 

J. Kika stated he would like to see some form of relief for this youth sport organization, A. 

Russano agreed. C. Kolvites and K. Nuckols suggested that the Committee look at the current 

cost of electricity at the Morton Building to determine actual cost (heat is not used for practices). 

R. Dodds asked what number, from the total membership of 70 girls, are from Kingwood 

Township. Ms. Costello estimated the amount at 25 but did not have actual numbers. He agreed 



that we would need to get more accurate cost figures before making a decision. Mr. Dodds stated 

that he would like the Parks and Recreation Committee to underwrite the Kingwood cheerleaders 

but not necessarily those who reside in other towns. This topic is tabled to the April 6th Parks and 

Recreation meeting. 

 

Horseshoe Bend Park/Ukarish Property Update  

R. Dodds reported that AmeriCorp is coming to Horseshoe Bend Park to work with volunteers 

on an Erosion Control project on March 17th.  He welcomed members of the Parks and 

Recreation Committee to come out and participate. 

 

April 9th is the Tree Seedling Giveaway. R. Dodds has ordered the trees but has not heard back 

from the New Jersey Nursery supplier. They do not typically respond with a confirmation. 

 

March 6th Mr. Dodds will be meeting with Eagle Scout Carter Hall to get an update on his trail 

raising project. 

 

K. Nuckols requested to include a piece in the Spring mailer seeking volunteers for Horseshoe 

Bend Park. Secretary Walters confirmed that there is a page in the mailer, not yet completed, 

listing various volunteer needs including those at Horseshoe Bend Park. 

 

Frank Floyd, OEM Manager, stated that FEMA is willing to reimburse work time spent on clean-

up after IDA. He asked R. Dodds if there was a record of dates and manpower required for the 

clean-up at Horseshoe Bend Park that could be used for submission for reimbursement.  Mr. 

Dodds will try to compile that information. 

 

The County allows the use of electronic signs for Township events and Mr. Floyd asked if the 

Committee would be interested in using a sign for big events. The Committee welcomed the 

offer and will use the sign on April 9th for the Tree Seedling Giveaway event. The sign will be 

placed on County Road 519 across from Spring Hill by the Horseshoe Bend Park sign. 

 

Calendar of Events Scheduled for the Horseshoe Bend Park for March 2022:  

March 5th – Berkshire Valley Basset Hound Dog Show 

March 19th & 20th – North Jersey Kennel Club 

Reviewed 

 

Kingwood Township Park/Applications/Updates  

Sandy and Friends Bocce Practice – Tuesdays and Wednesdays April 15th to November 15th 

Bill Richmond, Kingwood Baseball Coach – Baseball Practice March 28th through May 13th  

Tiffany Horn Birthday Party – May 7th with rain date set for May 14th 11AM – 4PM 

Lori Reoll – Celebration of Life – June 11th - 10:30AM – 5:30PM 

Nicole Martuccio Graduation – June 18th Noon – 7PM 

John Wilson – Birthday Party – June 25th 10:00AM – 6:00PM 

 

Committee discussed Bill Richmond’s request to use the fields at Kingwood Park for Kingwood 

School Youth Baseball practice from end of March through May. Michael Ewing, DPW 

Foreman, stated that the fields could possibly be too wet to play on. It was determined that any 



day that the field is too wet for use Mr. Ewing will alert Secretary Walters who will contact Bill 

Richmond with enough time to cancel practice. 

 

New and Pending Business  

Motion to Approve the Minutes of the February 2, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes for the Parks 

and Recreation Committee 

    

It was moved by Chuck Kolvites, seconded by Andrew Russano to approve the February 2, 2022 

Regular Meeting Minutes for Parks and Recreation Committee with the following 

corrections/amendments:  

1. Page 5, second paragraph change current word “combing” to read “combining”. 

 

2. Page 1, paragraph 2 under Privilege of the Floor, Mr. Dodds requested that the sentence 

that states “R. Dodds requested that only the Chairperson report on this proposal, refusing 

to hear presentation from Secretary Walters.” be removed.   D. Hewitt, Chairperson 

approved the amendment to the February minutes page 1 paragraph 2 as follows: 

Ms. Walters continued to report that the WGSDPA organization will pay the Township 

$1,200.00 per day for use of the large field at the Kingwood Park. 

 

3. Pag 6 under “Hunter Violation Process Review” D. Hewitt asked for a revision of the 

sentence that reads “the Township Attorney stated the only recourse for the Township 

when faced with a hunter violation is to revoke their hunting license”. This sentence is 

amended to “The only recourse for the Township when faced with a hunter violation is to 

revoke their Kingwood Township hunting permit.” 

 

Roll Call Vote:                          Aye  - Russano, Hewitt, Kolvites, Dodds, Kika 

              Nay  - None 

      Abstain - Nuckols 

      Absent - Jordan, Tippet, Niciecki 

 

Determination of the Opening/Closing Process at Horseshoe Bend Morton Building 

Jack MacConnell, Horseshoe Bend Steward, stated that he has always been the person to open and 

close the Morton building for events. He is on call all day throughout each event for any problems 

that may arise with the building. D. Hewitt asked if Mr. MacConnell would be willing to train 

some of the Parks and Recreation members who could help out so Mr. MacConnell is not the only 

person doing all the work. Jack agreed to train others but also stated that he has covered the 

Open/Closing process at the Morton Building for a long time and doesn’t mind continuing in this 

role. A. Russano mentioned that this topic was on the agenda because R. Dodds mentioned at the 

February meeting that he believed this operation should be the responsibility of the Horseshoe 

Bend Administrator, Michele Walters. 

   

Old Business 

WGSPA International Canine Competition May 19th – May 22nd 

As follow up to February Motion to approve WGSPA Canine competition T. Jordan and Michael 

Ewing, DPW Foreman, were to meet with Jim Honda for further clarification and report back to 

the Committee. T. Jordan was not present so M. Ewing reported that this will be a low impact 



event. His main concerns are garbage and parking. As Clean Communities Coordinator he would 

like to host a field sweep clean up after the event as an opportunity to use some of those grant 

funds for local clubs.  K. Nuckols was concerned about the portable toilets and requests the 

Event host bring in additional and have them cleaned daily. R. Dodds suggested to better help the 

vendors who will be located near the pavilion that they don’t have portable toilets by the field 

and post signs directing people to the pavilion bathrooms so they would need to pass the 

vendors. 

 

Motion to approve the Working German Shepherd International Canine Competition Event at 

Kingwood Park May 19th-20th providing the Event host presents at the next meeting on April 6th. 

 

It was moved by Richard Dodds and seconded by Andrew Russano, Jr. to approve the Working 

German Shepherd International Canine Competition Event at Kingwood Park May 19th-20th 

providing the event host presents at the next meeting on April 6th. 

 

Roll Call Vote:                          Aye  - Russano, Hewitt, Kolvites, Dodds, Kika, Nuckols 

              Nay  - None 

      Abstain - None 

      Absent - Jordan, Tippet, Niciecki 

 

Volunteer Liability Waiver Forms 

Final version of form is being created for two entities; volunteers who use heavy equipment, 

drive vehicles or work with mechanical equipment and volunteers who are working events which 

do not require heavy equipment or the use of vehicles. The former would be required to sign the 

Liability Waiver form and the latter would not. C. Kolvites questioned if the Township was 

trying to eliminate volunteers. A. Russano, Jr. stated that this requirement was not initiated by 

the Township but by the company that insures the Township. R. Dodds requested that a draft be 

presented to the Parks and Recreation Committee before approval of the use of this form. Frank 

Floyd stated that the Volunteer Fire Department is not covered under the State’s insurance and 

that they are required to carry their own liability insurance. 

 

Community Fireworks Event 

Andrew Russano, Jr. met with Dr. Falkenstein about the school being involved in the Township 

Fire Works event. It was suggested that the Spring season is a little bit better for the students 

since they’re in a routine at that point. A. Russano, Jr. asked if it wouldn’t be beneficial to 

combine Fireworks display with the dog event or other sporting event.  

J. Kika felt the Fireworks display should be held mid to late September as it has been done in the 

past and K. Nuckols asked if this event was a uniquely Kingwood event or if it could be a 

general festival timed with other area events. Tentative dates chosen for this event were 

September 24th and October 1st.  Secretary Walters to confirm availability of those dates with 

Garden State Fireworks. 

 

Richard Dodds left meeting at 8:40PM. 

 

 

 



Reports 

 Financial Report 

Andrew Russano, Jr. stated that everything the Committee asked for on the budget request has 

been granted.  The extra money requested on the Recreation account request was approved for a 

total of $5000.00.  Additional funds are now available for the basketball court improvements. 

General operation and maintenance expenses will be covered by Department of Public Works 

from Parks and Recreation funding sources. 

 

Andrew Russano, Jr. discussed NJDEP guidelines on stream clean-up.  The Township and the 

residents can clean-up streams working within these guidelines without having to apply for 

permits.  There are restrictions for the use of wood chips and how close they can be to a stream. 

If heavy equipment is being used a DEP permit would be required. 

 

Grant Opportunities 

AARP Community Challenge Grant – Improve Public Spaces. 

Andrew Russano Jr. discussed ways of possible funding for the Kingwood Park Director’s. 

House.  

 

Correspondence 

Sandra McNicol emailed the Committee to report that people are coming to the Melnyk Pond 

area and allowing their dogs to run off leash. The Committee discussed the lack of signage there 

regarding leash rules and agreed that for the next Eagle Scout project application the Committee 

will recommend the building of a kiosk for Melnyk Pond so there is a weather proof place to post 

Park rules and other communication. 

 

Other Matters 

D. Hewitt stated that the Egg Hunt planning is moving along nicely. Eggs are purchased, the 

Firehouse is purchasing balloons and helium and Mr. Hewitt will purchase the candy and toys. 

He will also contact the Girls Scouts for their help at the event putting out the eggs and helping 

with crowd control. 

 

Richard Dodds returned to the meeting at 9:10PM 

 

Donations 

Trex Decking – D. Hewitt asked R. Dodds about the offer from Jennifer Eannuci of surplus Trex 

Decking.   Mr. Dodds had not heard back from Ms. Eannuci although she may have responded to 

his Township email which he no longer has access to. Nothing to report at this time. 

 

K. Nuckols noted that the concrete slabs that lead to the bathrooms by the pavilion at Kingwood 

Park are not in good condition.  She suggested taking the concrete out and replacing it with stone 

dust when we lay new dust along the walking path this summer. Michael Ewing agreed. 

 

Upon request from JCP&L Forester Michael Ewing gave a list of hotspot areas for mitigating 

Ash Trees at Horseshoe Bend Park and the Fairview Road area around the park  

 

 



Adjournment   

It was moved by Chuck Kolvites and seconded by Richard Dodds to adjourn the meeting  

at 9:20 PM.   

 

All voted Aye on Roll Call Vote. 

        Respectfully submitted,  

        Michele Tipton-Walters 

Secretary, Parks and Recreation 


