
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

April 6, 2022 

 7:00PM 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by David Hewitt, Committee Chairperson at 7:00 P.M.  The 

following notice requirement was read aloud: 

NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

 Adequate notice of this meeting was provided in accordance with the Open Public 

Meetings Act by being published in the Hunterdon County Democrat on January 13, 2022 

and telefaxed to the Express Times on January 10, 2022.   

This meeting agenda was posted on the Township website on March 30, 2022 and noted as 

a Zoom meeting with link access. 

 

In order to ensure full public participation in this meeting, all members of these 

committees, and also members of the public are requested to speak only when recognized 

by the Chair so that there is no simultaneous discussion or over talk.  Your cooperation is 

appreciated.   

 

ROLL CALL 

Present    Absent  

Andrew Russano, Jr.   Jack Niciecki 

David Hewitt    Chuck Kolvites 

Richard Dodds 

Timothy Jordan 

Mara Tippett 

Karen Nuckols 

John Kika 

 

Privilege of the Floor   

Mr. Jim Honda presented to the Committee regarding any lingering questions the Committee 

might have about the WGSPA Dog competition at the Kingwood Park May 19-22, 2022. 

D. Hewitt asked how many veterans would be needed to help with parking and turning over the 

field equipment. Mr. Honda felt 5 each day for approximately 7 hours would suffice. Some of 

the work will require volunteers who can lift heavy items. 

T. Jordan confirmed that all of his questions had been answered previously and at this time there 

were no concerns regarding this event. 

 

 

 

 

 



Horseshoe Bend Park/Ukarish Property Update  

R. Dodds updated the Committee on activities at Horseshoe Bend Park.  

Volunteers helped put in water bars, which is a method of getting surface water off the wet trails. 

This project was done through the Americorps program with positive results. 

 

April 9th is the Free Tree Seedling Give Away Event. 

April 29th and 30th the Boy Scouts will be having a camp-out at the park and then on May 20th 

volunteers will be working on an Eagle Scout trail project. 

 

Calendar of Events Scheduled for the Horseshoe Bend Park for April 2022:  

Mid-Jersey Labrador Retriever Club dog show – April 3rd 

Del Val Jr. Terriers Cheer – Practice April 19th 6:00-8:00PM 

Hunterdon Hills Collie club dog show April 9th with set-up April 8th afternoon 

North Jersey Kennel club dog show – April 23rd and 24th 

Reviewed 

 

Kingwood Township Park/Applications/Updates  

Andy Russano Sr. Bocce Practice – Monday and Thursday – April 4th – October 27th  

Sandy and Friends Bocce Practice – Tuesdays and Wednesdays April 15th to November 15th 

Committee reviewed email from Kingwood School that Baseball practices will be canceled due 

to lack of interest. 

Reviewed 

 

New and Pending Business  

Motion to Approve the Minutes of the March 2, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes for the Parks and 

Recreation Committee 

    

It was moved by Richard Dodds, seconded by Andrew Russano, Jr. to approve the March 2, 

2022 Regular Meeting Minutes for Parks and Recreation Committee with the following 

corrections/amendments:  

 

Roll Call Vote:                          Aye  - Russano, Hewitt, Dodds, Nuckols, Kika 

              Nay  - None 

      Abstain - Jordan 

      Absent - Niciecki, Kolvites 

 

 

Unitarian Universalist Church request to waive the “No Alcoholic Beverage” Ordinance for fund-

raising event at Horseshoe Bend Park Morton Building on May 21, 2022 

 

It was moved by Richard Dodds, seconded by Karen Nuckols to recommend to the Township 

Committee that they Waive the “No Alcoholic Beverage” Ordinance for the Unitarian Universalist 

Church Fund Raising Event at Horseshoe Bend Park Morton Building on May 21, 2022 

 

 

 



Roll Call Vote:                          Aye  - Russano, Hewitt, Dodds, Jordan, Tippett, Nuckols, 

    Kika 

              Nay  - None 

      Abstain - None 

      Absent - Niciecki, Kolvites 

 

Statewide Insurance Spring Playground Maintenance Checklist 

Maintenance checklist reviewed. D. Hewitt and M. Ewing, DPW Foreman, will meet together to 

go over details and processes of inspection. D. Hewitt discussed inspection schedule which should 

match the State’s schedule which is weekly from Memorial Day to Labor Day and monthly 

throughout the remainder of the year.  

 

Park Rules – Addendum for Horseshoe Bend Park and Open Public Space 

It was brought to the Parks and Recreation Committee’s attention that although we have rules for 

Kingwood Park stating that metal detecting is not permitted that set of rules does not cover all 

other Township properties. K. Nuckols suggested that the Township Committee write an 

Ordinance stating that metal detecting will not be permitted on any open public land within the 

Township. 

Committee discussed need to have rules for all open space and both parks which will be addressed 

in the future. 

 

Old Business 

Del Val; Jr. Terriers Cheer Request for Financial Relief 

The Committee reviewed Horseshoe Bend Morton Building operating costs for 2021 and 

determined to match the financial relief to the percentage of Kingwood girls who participate in 

the Del Val Jr. Terriers Cheer program. As reported approximately 25% of the girls in this 

organization reside in Kingwood Township so moving forward the financial relief offered will be 

25% of current use fees. 

 

Community Fireworks Event 

As of March 4th Garden State Fireworks had September 24th and October 1st dates available and 

can offer a rain date. 

 

Motion to approve September 24, 2022 as the date for the Kingwood Township Fireworks 

display. 

 

It was moved by Andrew Russano, seconded by David Hewitt to approve September 24, 2022 as 

the date for the Kingwood Township Fire Works display. 

 

Roll Call Vote:                          Aye  - Russano, Hewitt, Dodds, Jordan, Tippett, Nuckols, 

    Kika 

              Nay  - None 

      Abstain - None 

      Absent - Niciecki, Kolvites 

 

 



Reports 

 Financial Report 

Andrew Russano, Jr.re-addressed the 2022 Parks and Recreation Budget that had been discussed 

at the March 2nd meeting.  The Committee received more than requested on the budget request 

with some changes to allocation and responsibility of maintenance. 

The Recreation budget account was increased from $4,000.00 in 2021 to $9,000. in 2022 

The additional $5,000. has been added to that budget for the Fireworks display. 

The Parks and Playground budget account remained at $15,000 but with changed allocation of 

funds.  Of the $15,000 it was determined that $9,000, which had previously been used for Park 

maintenance including water testing, port johns, pest control etc. be moved to \buildings and 

Grounds account for ease of accomplishing various maintenance tasks within the Park.  The 

remaining $6,000. is what would normally be used for other expenses such as postage, signs, 

Outerspatial app etc. 

. 

Correspondence 

None 

. 

ANNUAL EGG HUNT 

April 16, 2022 

D. Hewtt met with the Girl Scouts and bagged all the candy for this event 

Eggs will be delivered to the Fire House on Thursday the 14th for the egg dying event. as well as 

the helium for the balloons. 

Cindy Niciecki has agreed to be the Easter Bunny this year. 

 

Motion to approve reimbursement to David Hewitt for Purchase of Easter Egg Hunt Supplies in 

the Amount of $292.80. 

 

It was moved by Richard Dodds, seconded by Andrew Russano, Jr. and approved to reimburse 

David Hewitt $292.80 for the purchase of Easter Egg Hunt supplies. 

 

Roll Call Vote:                          Aye  - Russano, Dodds, Jordan, Tippett Nuckols,    

     Kika 

              Nay  - None 

      Abstain - Hewitt 

      Absent - Niciecki, Kolvites 

 

 

ANNUAL SENIOR PICNIC 

June 4, 2022 

 

FISHING DERBY 

June 18, 2022 

 

TOWN WIDE YARD SALE 

October 1st and 2nd 2022 

 



ANNUAL TREE LIGHTING 

December 3, 2022 

 

Other Matters 

Jack MacConnell mentioned that the new dumpster at Horseshoe Bend Park does not have a lock 

on it and is very difficult to open. Secretary Walters will contact Republic Services regarding this 

issue. 

 

Frank Floyd, EOM, followed up on a previous request for a listing of volunteer hours of work for 

trail repair and other issues at Horseshoe Bend Park post IDA storm. Having this information to 

include in the FEMA application will offset Township costs. R. Dodds will work on gathering 

requested data. 

 

Donations 

None 

 

Adjournment   

It was moved by Richard Dodds, seconded by Timothy Jordan to adjourn the meeting  

at 8:20 PM.   

 

All voted Aye on Roll Call Vote. 

        Respectfully submitted,  

        Michele Tipton-Walters 

Secretary, Parks and Recreation 


