
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

October 7, 2020 

 7:00PM 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by David Hewitt, Chairperson at 7:10 P.M.  The following 

notice requirement was read aloud: 

NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

 Adequate notice of this meeting was provided in accordance with the Open Public 

Meetings Act and published in the Hunterdon County Democrat on January 16, 2020 and 

the Courier News on January 15, 2020.  A copy of this Meeting notice was telefaxed to the 

Express Times and posted in the Kingwood Township Municipal Building on January 13, 

2020.  
 

In order to ensure full public participation in this meeting, all members of these 

committees, and also members of the public are requested to speak only when recognized 

by the Chair so that there is no simultaneous discussion or over talk, and further, all 

persons are requested to utilize the microphones which are provided for your use by the 

Township.  Your cooperation is appreciated.   

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Present    Absent 

Richard Dodds    Ronald Hartpence 

David Hewitt    Jack Niciecki 

Timothy Jordan 

Mara Tippett 

Heidi Diminick 

 

Privilege of the Floor   
Jack MacConnell addressed the Park and Rec Committee to discuss the Kingwood Township and 

Horseshoe Bend parks from the Emergency Management perspective. Kingwood Park is used for 

Kingwood Elementary School evacuation. Horseshoe Bend Park is used for Civilian Animal 

Rescue. In the event of an emergency privately owned animals can be held in the park’s lower 

fields. The Morton building is used for resident evacuation during emergencies.  

 

Horseshoe Bend Park/Ukarish Property Update   
R. Dodds discussed a current change in the Morton building rental fees for 2021.  

The Single Day/ First Day fee, currently $310.00, will be increased by $25.00 for a total of 

$335.00. Because the Township can no longer collect a security deposit for use of the building 

the Facility Use fee increase will be put towards a general fund for any damages that may occur 

throughout the year.  



 

Kingwood Township Park/Applications/Updates 

Del Val Lightning Softball Practice – Wednesday and Friday Evenings 5:30PM-7:30PM 

Kingwood Recreational Soccer League – Fridays 4:00PM-6:30PM 

Boy Scout Troop #251 – Meeting at the Pavilion Tuesday 7:00PM-8:00PM 

 

Calendar of Events Scheduled for the Horseshoe Bend Park for October 2020:  

Lehigh Valley Alfgan Club – Dog Show October 4th 

Amwell Valley Hounds Hunt – October 24th 

Friends of HSB Park Trail Ride – October 31st 

 

New and Pending Business  

 

Motion to Approve the Minutes of the September 2, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes for the Parks 

and Recreation Committee  

 

It was moved by Richard Dodds and seconded by Mara Tippett  and carried to approve the 

Minutes of the September 2, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes for the Parks and Recreation 

Committee.  

 

Roll Call Vote:                          Aye  - Dodds, Hewitt, Diminick, Kolvites, Jordan 

    Tippett       

                                                   Nay  - None 

      Abstain -None  

      Absent - Hartpence, Niciecki 

 

         

Para-Motor Use of Take-Off and Landing at Kingwood Park 

R. Dodds requested this topic be tabled to the November 4th meeting 

 

Old Business 

 

Review of Park and Recreation Spend/Down In/Out Account Items 

R. Dodds discussed the list of items to be purchased for Horseshoe Bend Park maintenance. 

Financial report was discussed. The In/Out account has a balance of $27,350.74 which Diane, 

CFO, asked Park and Recreation Committee to spend down after changing structure from a 

Commission to a Committee. It has been proposed to use $4,530.00 towards repairs and 

maintenance at Kingwood Park, $18,587.88 toward supplies for Horseshoe Bend Park trail 

maintenance and $800.00 toward roofing materials to replace the Fairview School shed roof. 

 

T. Jordan discussed the condition of the KW Park playground. The current playground has been 

in place use at the Park for over 25 years and is now in such disrepair that Mr. Jordan recommends 

removing equipment that is damaged and stands as a Township liability. The swings are the only 

piece of the playground that are in acceptable condition. 

The current playground location is in full sun all day. Mr. Jordan recommends purchasing a smaller 

playground to be installed in an area next to the pavilion which has natural shade for most of the 



day. This location would also allow parents to watch children on the playground from the tables, 

benches and shade of the pavilion.   

The Committee reviewed various different playground layouts and quotes.  

 

R. Dodds discussed funding sources for the Playground initiative.  Hunterdon County has an Open 

Space Trust Fund created by municipal taxes within Hunterdon County. Currently Kingwood 

Township’s banked money within this Trust Fund is $128,858.21 and is to be used for Open Space 

projects only.  In order to apply for money through this fund a representative of Parks and 

Recreation Committee would need to present this Playground initiative to the Kingwood Township 

Open Space Committee for their approval. Once it is approved by that Committee the 

representative would need to present to the Township Committee for their approval to apply for 

and accept these funds if awarded. 

 

Another possible route for funding would be the Kingwood Township Open Space Fund which is 

currently used to pay the Horseshoe Bend Park Bond and to cover ancillary costs of the purchase 

of open space and for farmland preservation. This Fund is also managed by Kingwood Township 

Open Space Committee. 

 

Motion was made to support the Kingwood Park Playground initiative and to choose Timothy 

Jordan as the Park and Recreation representative to move this project forward by presenting to the 

Opens Space Committee on November 2nd and the Township Committee on November 5th for their 

approvals. 

 

It was moved by Chuck Kolvites and seconded by Heidi Diminick to support the Kingwood Park 

Playground initiative and to select Timothy Jordan to present the proposal for grant application to 

the Open Space Committee on November 2nd and the Township Committee on November 5th 

 

Roll Call Vote:                          Aye  - Dodds, Hewitt, Diminick, Kolvites, Tippett       

                                                   Nay  - None 

      Abstain -Jordan 

      Absent - Hartpence, Nicieck 

 

Motion to approve the use of $22,117.88 from the In/Out Account for purchase of all items on the 

equipment list, not including thesawmill, to be used for Horseshoe Bend Park trail creation and 

maintenance and other necessary project. 

 

It was moved by Chuck Kolvites and seconded by Mara Tippett to approve the use of $22,117.88 

from the In/Out account to be used for equipment purchases for Horseshoe Bend Park trail 

maintenance. 

 

Roll Call Vote:                          Aye  - Dodds, Hewitt, Diminick, Kolvites, Jordan 

                                                                          Tippett       

                                                   Nay  - None 

      Abstain - None 

      Absent - Hartpence, Nicieck 

 



Motion to purchase roofing materials for the shed at Old Fairview School using funds from the 

In/Out account in an amount not to exceed $800.00. 

 

It was moved by Chuck Kolvites and seconded by Timothy Jordan and approved to purchase 

roofing materials for the Old Fairview School shed using funds from the In/Out account not to 

exceed $800.00. 

 

Roll Call Vote:                          Aye  - Dodds, Hewitt, Diminick, Kolvites, Jordan 

                                                                          Tippett       

                                                   Nay  - None 

      Abstain - None 

      Absent - Hartpence, Nicieck 

 

Operations and Reports:   
October Budget Status Report 

Reviewed 

 

October In/Out Account Reports 

Reviewed. 

 

Kingwood Park 

Wizner Plaque Replacement 

 

Old Fairview School House 

Closed due to Covid 19 

  

Town-wide Yard Sale  

Turn-out this year was very good. 

 

Annual Senior Dinner at the Kingwood Methodist Church 

Canceled due to necessary COVID 19 Precautions 

 

Annual Tree Lighting  

Tentative Date - December 5, 2020 

 

Donations   
Coins in the amount of $6.16 that were found in the soccer shed by D. Hewitt Deposited 8-5-20 

 

Other Matters  

 

Adjournment   
It was moved by Heidi Diminick, seconded by Richard Dodds and carried to adjourn the meeting 

at 9:10 PM.  All voted Aye on Roll Call Vote. 

        Respectfully submitted,  

 

        Michele Tipton-Walters 



        Secretary, Parks and Recreation 

  
 

 

 


