
KINGWOOD	TOWNSHIP	ENVIRONMENTAL	COMMISSION	
Regular	Meeting	Minutes	

December	15,	2020	
7:30PM	

	
Call	to	Order	
The	Regular	Meeting	of	the	Environmental	Commission	was	called	to	order	by	Chair	Debbie	Kratzer	at	7:33	P.M.	The	
below	Notice	Requirements	were	read	aloud.	
	
Notice	Requirements		
Adequate	notice	of	this	meeting	was	provided	in	accordance	with	the	Open	Public	Meetings	Act	and	published	in	the	
Hunterdon	County	Democrat	on	February	6,	2020	and	the	Courier	News	on	February	4,	2020.		A	copy	of	this	Meeting	
notice	was	telefaxed	to	the	Express	Times	and	posted	in	the	Kingwood	Township	Municipal	Building	on	January	30,	
2020.	Notice	of	meeting	location	change	from	599	Oak	Grove	Rd.,	Frenchtown,	NJ	to	ZOOM	remote	for	this	meeting	and	
all	subsequent	meetings	for	2020	was	published	in	the	Hunterdon	Democrat	and	posted	in	the	Kingwood	Municipal	
Building	on	August	20,	2020.	
	
In	order	to	ensure	full	public	participation	in	this	meeting,	all	members	of	this	Commission,	and	also	members	of	the	
public	are	requested	to	speak	only	when	recognized	by	the	Chair	so	that	there	is	no	simultaneous	discussion	or	over	talk,	
and	further,	all	persons	are	requested	to	utilize	the	microphones	which	are	provided	for	your	use	by	the	Township.	Your	
cooperation	is	appreciated.			
	
Roll	Call	
Present		 	 Absent	
Maureen	Syrnick	 Lois	Voronin	
Mara	Tippett	 	 Cynthia	Niciecki	
Debbie	Kratzer	 	 Timothy	Cahalin	
Gail	Ashley	 	 	 	 	
Ralph	Celebre	 	 	
Sandra	McNicol	
Betsy	Combs	
	
Public	Comment	–	Privilege	of	the	Floor		
N/A	
	
Approval	of	Minutes						
It	was	moved	by	Sandra	McNicol	and	seconded	by	Ralph	Celebre	and	carried	to	approve	the	September	22,	2020	Regular	
Meeting	Minutes	of	the	Environmental	Commission.	
	
Roll	Call	Vote:	 	 Aye	 	 -	Kratzer,	Tippett,	Ashley,	Celebre,	McNicol,	Combs	
	 	 	 Nay	 	 -	None	
	 	 	 Abstain		 -	None	
	 	 	 Absent	 	 -	Cahalin,	Voronin,	Niciecki	
	
It	was	moved	by	Sandra	McNicol	and	seconded	by	Gail	Ashley	and	carried	to	approve	the	October	27,	2020	Regular	
Meeting	Minutes	of	the	Environmental	Commission.	
	
Roll	Call	Vote:	 	 Aye	 	 -	Tippett,	Ashley,	McNicol,	Combs	
	 	 	 Nay	 	 -	None	
	 	 	 Abstain		 -	Kratzer,	Celebre	
	 	 	 Absent	 	 -	Cahalin,	Voronin,	Niciecki	



It	was	moved	by	Sandra	McNicol	and	seconded	by	Ralph	Celebre	and	carried	to	approve	the	November	17,	2020	Regular	
Meeting	Minutes	of	the	Environmental	Commission.	
	
Roll	Call	Vote:	 	 Aye	 	 -	Kratzer,	Ashley,	Celebre,	McNicol		
	 	 	 Nay	 	 -	None	
	 	 	 Abstain		 -	Tippett,	Combs	
	 	 	 Absent	 	 -	Cahalin,	Voronin,	Niciecki	
	
Correspondence	
Vice	Chair	Mara	Tippett	attended	the	ANJEC	Congress	in	October	and	noted	that	the	sessions	are	still	available	on	the	
ANJEC	website.	Three	major	topics	covered	were	the	environmental	justice	legislation,	Bill	S-232,	which	passed	in	
August.	This	bill	requires	applicants	seeking	to	permit	a	covered	facility	submit	an	environmental	justice	specific	impact	
statement	and	hold	public	hearings	if	the	facility	is	located	near	overburdened	communities.	Another	topic	was	the	2020	
New	Jersey	Scientific	Report	on	Climate	Change	that	summarizes	the	current	state	of	knowledge	and	informs	state	and	
local	decision	makers	to	assess	how	to	respond	to	the	impact	of	climate	change.	Also	discussed	was	Bill	S-864,	which	
prohibits	use	of	single	use	plastic	and	paper	bags	in	stores	and	food	service	businesses	starting	in	May	2022.		
	
The	ANJEC	Annual	Membership	Renewal	notice	was	received	and	will	be	discussed	at	the	next	meeting	in	January	2021.	
	
Reports	
N/A	
	
Notice	of	upcoming	meetings/workshops:	Reminder	of	Dates	
A	January	26,	2021	Reorganization	meeting	date	was	suggested	and	all	members	agreed	upon	this	date.	
	
The	members	discussed	continuing	the	EC	meetings	virtually	on	Zoom	in	2021	and	all	members	agreed	to	continue	
meeting	online	until	further	notice.		
	
Stewardship	
Mara	Tippett	updated	the	members	that	she	seeded	the	pollinator	meadow	at	Horseshoe	Bend	Park	using	milkweed	
seed	that	was	collected	in	other	areas	of	the	Park.	She	also	reported	that	work	is	progressing	on	the	Outerspatial	
mapping	application	for	Horseshoe	Bend	Park.	She	anticipates	completion	of	the	project	in	the	next	few	months	and	
after	the	Horseshoe	Bend	Park	portion	is	launched,	work	will	continue	to	add	other	open	space	areas	to	Outerspatial.		
	
Well	water	testing	and	septic	system	pumping	
Chair	Debbie	Kratzer	reported	that	Castle	Septic	had	32	residences	participate	in	the	discounted	pricing	program	for	
septic	pumping.	Mara	Tippett	noted	that	26	residences	participated	in	the	well	testing	program.	She	emailed	a	brief	
summary	of	the	well	testing	to	the	members	prior	to	the	meeting	and	also	included	NJDEP’s	data	on	wells	that	were	
tested	through	real	estate	transactions.		
	
Sustainable	Kingwood	–	Update	
Ralph	Celebre	reported	that	the	vehicles	have	been	classified	and	the	mileage	and	major	uses	have	been	tracked	for	the	
fleet	inventory	project	he	is	working	on.	He	will	be	in	contact	with	Township	CFO	Diane	Laudenbach	to	determine	fuel	
costs	in	a	base	year.	He	believes	he	should	be	completed	with	the	project	this	month.		
	
Luxfer	(MEL)	–	Update		
Gail	Ashley	reviewed	the	three	pieces	of	correspondence	from	William	Kraft,	Licensed	Site	Remediation	Professional,	
Ramboll	US	Corporation,	that	was	received	on	the	day	of	the	last	EC	meeting.	Gail’s	understanding	of	these	documents	
is	that	they	show	compliance	with	retaining	the	salt	plume	on	the	property	and	not	in	the	surrounding	area	and	the	
State’s	notification	of	the	CEA	approval	to	Luxfer.	
	
PennEast	Pipeline	–	Update	
Chair	Debbie	Kratzer	reported	PennEast	is	not	on	the	DRBC	agenda	yet.	As	discussed	in	the	last	EC	meeting,	she	will	be	



preparing	a	letter	indicating	the	Kingwood	Township	EC	is	opposed	to	the	pipeline	and	would	like	DRBC	to	consider	the	
impacts	of	the	entire	route,	not	just	the	Pennsylvania	portion	when	reviewing	PennEast’s	application.		
	
ERI	Update	
Chair	Debbie	Kratzer	would	like	to	begin	the	update	of	the	Environmental	Resource	Inventory	(ERI)	this	month.	Mara	
Tippett	suggested	starting	the	process	by	assigning	sections	to	the	members	to	review.	Debbie	wants	to	request	an	
updated	list	for	the	Rare	and	Endangered	Species	section	from	the	Natural	Heritage	Program	which	would	incur	a	fee	of	
$70-$140.	There	is	$588	remaining	in	the	current	EC	budget.		
	
Motion	to	Request	Information	from	the	Natural	Heritage	Program,	expending	no	more	than	$140	from	the	EC	budget.		
	
It	was	moved	by	Sandra	McNicol	and	seconded	by	Mara	Tippett	to	request	information	from	the	Natural	Heritage	
Program,	expending	no	more	than	$140	from	the	EC	budget	for	this	information.	
	
Roll	Call	Vote:	 	 Aye	 	 -	Kratzer,	Tippett,	Ashley,	Celebre,	McNicol,	Combs	
	 	 	 Nay	 	 -	None	
	 	 	 Abstain		 -	None	
	 	 	 Absent	 	 -	Cahalin,	Voronin,	Niciecki	
	
Open	Space	and	Agricultural	Advisory	Committee	Meeting	News	and	Update	
N/A	
	
Planning	Board	News	and	Updates	
N/A	
	
New	Business	
The	members	discussed	the	upcoming	budget	and	what	might	be	needed	in	2021.	Chair	Debbie	Kratzer	noted	that	there	
was	money	left	over	from	the	current	budget	and	perhaps	the	same	amount	received	in	2020	is	appropriate	for	2021.		
	
Motion	to	Request	$1200	for	the	2021	Environmental	Commission	budget.		
	
It	was	moved	by	Sandra	McNicol	and	seconded	by	Ralph	Celebre	to	request	$1,200	for	the	2021	EC	budget.	
	
Roll	Call	Vote:	 	 Aye	 	 -	Kratzer,	Tippett,	Ashley,	Celebre,	McNicol,	Combs	
	 	 	 Nay	 	 -	None	
	 	 	 Abstain		 -	None	
	 	 	 Absent	 	 -	Cahalin,	Voronin,	Niciecki	
	
Members	whose	terms	are	expiring	on	December	31,	2020	were	reviewed.	It	was	explained	that	the	swearing	in	process	
will	take	place	at	the	individual	Reorganization	meetings	instead	of	at	the	Township	Committee	Reorganization	meeting	
because	of	Covid-19	precautions.	Chair	Debbie	Kratzer	noted	that	a	new	EC	Chairperson	could	be	nominated	at	the	
January	Reorganization	meeting	if	any	members	are	interested	in	becoming	Chair.	
	
Maureen	Syrnick	provided	an	update	on	the	Hunterdon	County	electricity	co-op	that	Kingwood	Township	joined	last	
year	at	the	end	of	the	existing	contract.	The	contract	has	ended	and	residents	were	switched	back	to	JCP&L	until	a	new	
contract	is	put	in	place.	She	understands	the	new	contract	has	a	larger	renewal	rate	and	is	getting	more	information.	
	
Adjournment	
Gail	Ashley	made	a	Motion	to	adjourn	the	meeting	at	8:54	P.M.	and	seconded	by	Ralph	Celebre,	which	was	unanimously	
approved.		
	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Respectfully	submitted,	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Debra	Hutton,	Secretary		


