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7:30 P.M. 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

PRESENT: J. Golden      ABSENT: R. Phillips 

  T. Ciacciarelli        P. Mikes, Alt #1 

  I. Kyd 

  N. Marmarato, Alt #2 

  W. Ingram, Engineer 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by J. Golden. 

 

NOTIFICATION 

 

In order to ensure full public participation at this meeting, all members of this Board, and members of the public 

are requested to speak only when recognized by the Chair so that there is no simultaneous discussion or over-

talk, and further, all persons are requested to utilize the microphones which are provided for your use by the 

Township.  Your cooperation is appreciated. 

 

Notification of the time, date and place of this meeting has been published in the Hunterdon County Democrat, 

Courier News on August 19, 2021 and posted in the Kingwood Township Municipal Building on August 19, 

2021 and has been filed with the Municipal Clerk. 

 

NEW AND PENDING MATTERS 

 

Block 12, Lot 7 – 1120 Route 12 – Septic Waiver 

 

Present this evening for the application is S. Parker of Parker Engineering and Surveying. 

 

S. Parker stated they performed the testing in the wet season and were unable to locate any area with 

permeability.  They encountered hard shale and machine refusal.  The system is oversized by 25% and is in the 

best location they could determine on the lot.  No expansion of the dwelling will ever be permitted. 

 

The Board received the following waiver request from the Hunterdon County Department of Health: 

 

This department has septic alteration plans dated June 2, 2021 designed by Parker Engineering and  

Surveying, PC, to correct a malfunctioning system to an existing 3 bedroom dwelling with no expansion 

as stated in the application. The design is in full conformance with 7:9A”Standards for Individual  

Subsurface Sewage Disposal Systems” except for the following waiver requests that will need to be acted 

on by the Board: 

 

1. There is no passing permeability on this property, the engineer attempted several soil logs at  

different locations of the property and due to the soils encountered, soil permeability testing  

methods could not be completed on the property. The engineer has overdesigned the system  

by 25% of the state code to account for the lack of permeability. The engineer shall explain all  
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soil and site constraints on the property and how this is the best design given the conditions 

encountered. 

 

In addition, the design engineer will be required to inspect the entire system and provide a certificate of  

completion after the installation of the system. Recommend to the Board that any approval granted should 

include in the resolution that the engineer is attempting to correct malfunctioning system that is not in  

full conformance with the code and the Board of Health, County and engineer shall be held harmless 

from the applicant for the functioning of the system and future operation. 

    

Since this is a malfunctioning system, and according to 7:9A 3.3(e) 2 i and ii, and the system is closer to  

being in full conformance with the chapter than the original system, the Board can consider the waiver  

requests.  

 

The engineer will be at the next available meeting to present the waiver requests to the Board.  

 

It was moved by I. Kyd, seconded by J. Golden and carried to grant the above waiver with the statement  

that the engineer is attempting to correct a malfunction system that is not in full conformance with the 

code and the Board of Health, County and engineer shall be held harmless from the applicant for  

the functioning of the system and future operation. All members present voted AYE on ROLL CALL VOTE. 

 

Ordinance Introduction on First Reading  

 

ORDINANCE NO. BOH – 2021-02 

 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A REVISION AND CODIFICATION OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH 

ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF KINGWOOD, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY 

 

It was moved by T. Ciacciarelli, seconded by I.  Kyd and carried to introduce on first reading AN 

ORDINANCE ADOPTING A REVISION AND CODIFICATION OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH 

ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF KINGWOOD, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY.  All members present voted AYE on ROLL CALL VOTE.  Public hearing and final 

adoption scheduled for October 20, 2021 at 7:30 PM. 

 

Environmental Commission (EC) – Memo to Board – Dated July 14, 2021  

 

EC Chairperson D. Kratzer reviewed the following powerpoint presentation: 
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W. Ingram responded to a question as to which hydrogeologist he utilized for his report.  His response was A. 

Bonaserra.  Mr. Uhl was not utilized as he is not an employee of Engineering and Land Planning.  W. Ingram 

stated he had met with the Board of Health (BOH) nine months ago and based on the meeting, the current well 

ordinance was developed.  He believes that the estimates provided in the ordinance are conservative estimates 

and a resident who adds two bedrooms to their home would not create a large impact on water usage.  His report 

analyzed the reports and references and arrived at different conclusions.  The Central Delaware Watershed 

Management Area has an estimated remaining water availability of 8.2 MGD with a demand of only 3.3 MGD 

with the estimated increases from the time study factored in the calculation. 

 

In response to J. Golden’s question on D. Kratzer’s comment that there is a deficit of available water, he 

responded there are a lot of different ways to look at data.  He doesn’t believe looking at a larger area versus a 

smaller one would provide any difference.  There is no evidence that there has been a significant impact.  There 

has been no known change to the situation.  The State uses all of their accumulated data and multiple it by 

factors to make it more restrictive.  The factors of safety still exist with the changes in the ordinance.  His report 

documents how unlikely it is to have an impact 1,500’ so why suggest 2,500’.  Requiring the measurement from 

the subdivision boundary line is arbitrary.  If someone is developing one lot on a 250 acre parcel requiring 500’ 

from the well would provide better data than from 1,000’s of feet from the well.  In the change from 10 to 5 

GPM, a well yielding 5 GPM is a good running well.  D. Kratzer has stated a 5 GPM is an adequate well.  His 

firm did not undergo a $50,000 study of 15 years of data.  It is not as if a well driller goes out and whatever he 
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finds is your well.  Most well drillers will try to meet certain standards by creating a water column for water 

quantity.  He stated just because Kingwood does not have an ordinance a well driller will not leave a resident 

with a substandard well.  There are some municipalities in the county that have similar ordinances.  Over half of 

the municipalities don’t have any ordinances.  He understands and respects the Master Plan Goals specific to the 

tightness of Kingwood’s aquifer system.  He stated the changes that had been made are going to be protective of 

the water supply in Kingwood.  In response to a question by a Board member regarding if the aquifer is being 

depleted, he responded that data can be looked at in different ways.  The State analyzes water quantity.  You 

cannot use only drought conditions to determine water availability.  Drought conditions recover in other seasons 

of the year.  In the vast majority of instances, the water quantity is protected to create a 99% level of safety but 

to put that expense and burden on all residents for the .99% isn’t appropriate.  The vast majority of instances are 

protected.  There has literally been no application before the Boards.  The flood gates have not opened and 

developers have not come to the Township.  If someone has to add a bedroom to their home and they have an 

existing well that’s when the requirement of the three part pump test becomes burdensome.  For larger 

developments, the recommendation is to have them do the testing.  The cost impact for someone to do an 

aquifer test to monitor five or six wells will be approximately $50,000-$70,000.  He does not see the benefit as 

it will have no impact.   

 

G. Ashley stated the meeting started off this evening with their major concern of using more water than is being 

recharged.  The report utilizes a recharge rate more than three times the rate in Kingwood.  There is a significant 

difference in the recharge. 

 

I. Kyd inquired if the Board is looking at the same data, apples to apples, as there seems to be conflicting 

information.   

 

W. Ingram stated it is not as if the water stops flowing.  It is all underground in a larger system.  One of the 

tables analyzed the worst case with the Township utilizing all of the allocation and using all of the water.   

 

T. Ciaciarelli responded to a question from J. Mathieu about what triggered the amendment to the ordinance.  

He stated he was getting complaints from people who were putting in wells about the process of obtaining a 

well permit.  It was continually the same questions.  When he saw a pattern of the questions, he brought it to the 

Township Committee.  It was decided that the engineer and BOH attorney should be consulted to see if 

something could be made simpler to understand or to make it easier on the applicant.  In response to a question 

by J. Mathieu regarding to making the ordinance simpler to understand to changing the numbers, T. Ciacciarelli 

responded the Township gave it to the professionals to work on the revisions.   

 

W. Ingram responded he was not aware of the other hydrogeologist and utilized the hydrogeologist he has on 

staff.  V. Uhl is the hydrogeologist who gets to enforce the ordinance. 

 

J. Mathieu stated the Township hired a hydrogeologist and the Township chose not to use him and go with an 

engineer.  He stated that W. Ingram was not qualified to answer the questions raised tonight because he wasn’t a 

hydrogeologist.  He also inquired if the EC was involved.  T. Ciacciarelli responded they weren’t consulted.  J. 

Mathieu stated it was not consistent with how the Township handled it in the past.   T. Ciacciarelli responded 

utilizing the Township engineer was a one stop issue.  J. Mathieu stated that doesn’t wash with him.  The 

Township voted in January to hire a hydrogeologist and the BOH didn’t utilize him.  He inquired why wasn’t V. 

Uhl consulted. T. Ciacciarelli responded he has been utilized for other services. 

 

J. Mathieu stated the Township had an element that operated like this and they are all gone.  The decision 

should have been an intelligent and non-rushed decision.  He stated if the Township has an EC their advice 

should be taken.  He doesn’t like how it was handled.  The BOH has the opportunity to go back to the drawing 
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board.  There are a lot of deficiencies that were used here.  The Township needs a person who has history and 

has been studying the area.  He inquired where does A. Bonaserra live.  W. Ingram responded he lives in 

Hopewell and has been doing this type of work for over 25 years and is a highly qualified individual 

 

J. MacConnell stated he is the Emergency Management Official and was the Chairman of the Well Committee.  

He stated V. Uhl would have been the Township’s best bet because he knows this area.  He inquired if A. 

Bonserra knows the area.  He stated there were 72 homes proposed and when the testing was done all the homes 

at the top of Spring Hill Road and Horseshoe Bend Road lost their wells.  Antiskay’s had to drill a new well.  

He stated if the individual does not have that type of history they can’t make an decision. 

 

W. Ingram stated a 72 lot subdivision that J. MacConnell referenced would still require testing.  He worked 

with Mr. Antiskay and was aware of his property and situation. 

 

J. Mathieu suggested the matter be tabled and the BOH have V. Uhl sit down and explain the current conditions.  

This does not make sense. 

 

P. Lubitz thanked the members for serving.  He had served on the BOH.  He had the opportunity to see when 

the Township was originally drafting the well ordinance.  D. Kratzer referred to her husband in her presentation.  

She should have given a better introduction to her husband.  T. Kratzer was a very long serving member of the 

Board and had the opportunity to deal with the New Jersey Water Authority.  T. Kratzer is a revered, well 

known and well respected water scientist.  To make this clear this is an ordinance where someone came in with 

a complaint and the next month an engineer was asked to come up with an ordinance.  When the original 

ordinance was adopted a lot of effort was made by a variety of committees.  There were many public hearings.  

He is not quite sure why the BOH was moving in such haste.  The Well Ordinance was years in the making and 

utilized a wide, wide portion of the Township’s citizenry.  He inquired where the burden was with the original 

ordinance.  To him the current ordinance is a solution in search of a problem.  W. Ingram had stated earlier that 

the Township had an applicant who wanted to add a bedroom and they had to perform well testing.  He stated 

that same person had to reevaluate their septic system also.  Septic systems depend on bedrooms.  Is the 

Township going to say that if someone comes in and they want to do an addition to add bedrooms and their 

septic cannot handle the addition they don’t have to do the septic testing because it is too burdensome?  He 

stated that is why the Township has a BOH.  There is an exit tax in Kingwood.  He stated you have to rebuild 

your septic system.  It is well known that septic systems are failing.  The Board heard it this evening.  In this 

evening’s application there wasn’t a single spot on the landowner’s property that could hold a septic system.  

He stated that is Kingwood.  He stated septic systems fail on a regular basis because water does not seep into 

the ground.  He stated that you don’t have recharge.  It is really common sense that the Township has this 

problem.  The ordinances will not serve the people who live in the Township.  He stated without putting the 

clear effort of what we are doing or why we did what we did is a disservice to the Kingwood residents and BOH 

members.  He thanked the Board members for coming to these meetings. 

 

R. Dodds, Mayor, stated he is a homeowner who has a well.  He stated especially in Kingwood there are 

educated and knowledgeable individuals who work in the field.  He stated if you look at the EC many of the 

individuals work in these fields.  It is how they make a living in both of the both sides, regulatory and who do 

this for a living.  He inquired what was the next step.  The BOH cannot table the ordinance.  The ordinance is in 

place.  The BOH should entertain a motion to repeal the ordinance and move from there.  The BOH should 

repeal Ordinance No. 2021-01 and go back to the previous ordinance.  The BOH made the decision to adopt 

Ordinance No. 2021-01 after 23 minutes of discussion in January.  If the BOH wants to make any changes they 

have been given a great path to do that by having conversations with the Planning Board and EC.  The 

Township fought the pipeline.  Water is the hot issue.   
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L. Voronin stated she recently retired and gave her credentials.  The really important slide is the one from the 

NJ Water Supply Plan.  W. Ingram talked about the area in red.  The Township does not have surface water in 

Kingwood.  They have determined that the Township is currently 0-3 MGD at a loss.  She explained how water 

allocation works.  Companies go to the DEP and indicate the quantity of water of they will require and are 

granted that allocation.  If companies are allowed to pump out what they are allocated, there will be a deficit.   

 

J. Golden called for any other comments. 

 

I. Kyd stated it looks like the discussion can go back and forth.  She stated the BOH should agree to disagree 

and have a truthful discussion going forward.  How does the Township solve the problem?  There isn’t enough 

data.  Should the Board repeal the current ordinance and go back to square one? 

 

N. Marmorato stated the BOH needs to hear from their hydrogeologist. 

 

T. Ciacciarelli stated the BOH should wait until V. Uhl has the ability to review the data provided this evening.  

The Township currently has an ordinance in place.  If they repeal the ordinance tonight it doesn’t reinstate the 

previous ordinance but leave the Township without out any ordinance.  The BOH should give V. Uhl the 

opportunity to review both memos and offer his opinion to the Board.  The Board can have a liaison from the 

Planning Board and EC for this process.  They could be present during the presentation from the BOH’s 

hydrogeologist.   T. Ciacciarelli stated when he had looked at the amendment he really did have the idea that the 

BOH was doing something that was helping out the Township.  The BOH engaged the engineer.  He will admit 

that he probably made a mistake and a couple of steps should have been taken but he had the best intentions for 

the Township.  There were no nefarious intentions.  He wished that it would have worked out a little bit better 

and hope that they can all work together.  He stated V. Uhl should be given all of the information presented this 

evening and have him come to the next meeting.  A subcommittee could then be formed to address the issue 

with W. Ingram, V. Uhl, J. Golden and members from the EC and Planning Board. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

It was moved by J. Golden, seconded by T. Ciacciarelli and carried to approve the minutes of February 17, 2021 

and place on file.  All members present voted AYE on ROLL CALL VOTE, except N. Marmorato, who 

abstained. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was moved by N. Marmorato, seconded by J. Golden and carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:23 PM.  All 

members present voted AYE. 

 

 

         Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

         Diane Laudenbach, Secretary 


